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(57) ABSTRACT

To estimate radio wave propagation characteristics with high
estimation accuracy, even when used for a variety of pur-
poses. An estimation technique determining unit determines,
for each of groups classified in accordance with a measure-
ment condition, an optimum radio wave propagation charac-
teristic estimation technique from among a plurality of radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation techniques, based
on an actual measured value of radio waves. A radio wave
propagation characteristic estimating unit discriminates a
group corresponding to the given measurement condition,
sets the optimum radio wave propagation characteristic esti-
mation technique corresponding to the discriminated group,
and estimates the radio wave propagation characteristics in
accordance with the set radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation technique.
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1
RADIO WAVE PROPAGATION
CHARACTERISTIC ESTIMATION
APPARATUS, METHOD, AND COMPUTER
PROGRAM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a radio wave propagation
characteristic estimation apparatus, a method, and a computer
program that can be used for a variety of purposes, such as
determining the arrangement of base stations, wireless
devices, and the like in a wireless communication system, and
confirming a reception area for digital terrestrial broadcast-
ing.

BACKGROUND ART

A radio wave propagation characteristic estimation system
(radio wave propagation simulator) is used to assist in deter-
mining the arrangement of base stations, wireless devices,
and the like in a wireless communication system. For
example, in Patent Document 1, a radio wave propagation
simulator is used to evaluate the reception power and delay
spread at an arbitrary reception point, and a suitable location
for installing a transmitting station is determined. As a result,
this achieves greater efficiency in ensuring a two-dimensional
communicable area, reducing the number of base stations that
should be arranged, etc.

On the other hand, when actually measuring the radio
waves in a service area on a regular basis while the network is
operational, the actual measured value can be utilized to
correct the estimated value of the radio wave propagation
simulator, thereby making it possible to improve the estima-
tion accuracy. In the past, there has been proposed a method
that uses an actual measured value obtained at a specific point
to improve the estimation accuracy for a whole region that
will be the subject of estimation. For example, Patent Docu-
ment 1 uses an actual measured value such as the electric field
intensity to adjust parameters in the statistical formula until
the mean square error between the estimated value and the
actual measured value reaches its minimum. As a result, an
improvement in the estimation accuracy is expected.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation, First Publication No. 2005-20500

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

However, in the method mentioned above, an improvement
in the estimation accuracy cannot be expected in a case where
the transmission point of the estimation subject differs from
the transmission point when the actual measurement was
taken. The reason for this is that the error between the esti-
mated value and the actual measured value is greatly affected
by the position of the antenna, and the parameters must be
readjusted at another location where an actual measured value
has not been obtained. Therefore, when installing a transmis-
sion point at a location where an actual measured value has
not yet been obtained, it is not possible to utilize an actual
measured value obtained in the past, limiting the application
scene of the actual measured value.
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2

The present invention has been realized to solve the prob-
lems described above, and an exemplary object thereof is to
provide a radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus, a method, and a computer program able to achieve
high estimation accuracy, even when used for a variety of

purposes.

Means for Solving the Problems

To solve the problems described above, the present inven-
tion is a radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus which includes an estimation technique determin-
ing unit that determines, for each of groups classified in
accordance with a measurement condition, an optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique from
among a plurality of radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation techniques, based on an actual measured value of
radio waves, and a radio wave propagation characteristic
estimating unit that discriminates a group corresponding to a
given measurement condition, sets an optimum radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation technique correspond-
ing to the discriminated group, and estimates radio wave
propagation characteristics in accordance with the set radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique.

The present invention is a radio wave propagation charac-
teristic estimation method which includes determining, for
each of groups classified in accordance with a measurement
condition, an optimum radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation technique from among a plurality of radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation techniques, based on an
actual measured value of radio waves, discriminating a group
corresponding to a given measurement condition, setting an
optimum radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
technique corresponding to the discriminated group, and esti-
mating radio wave propagation characteristics in accordance
with the set radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
technique.

Effects of the Invention

The present invention determines, for each of groups clas-
sified in accordance with a measurement condition, the opti-
mum radio wave propagation characteristic estimation tech-
nique from among a plurality of radio wave propagation
characteristic estimation techniques, based on an actual mea-
sured value of radio waves, discriminates a group correspond-
ing to a given measurement condition, sets the optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique corre-
sponding to the discriminated group, and estimates the radio
wave propagation characteristics in accordance with the set
radio wave propagation characteristic estimation technique.
Therefore, radio wave propagation characteristics can be esti-
mated with higher accuracy with respect to any type of mea-
surement conditions. Furthermore, in accordance with the
present invention, the estimation accuracy can be improved as
more actual measured values are stored.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the schematic configu-
ration of a radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus in a first exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a function block diagram used in explaining an
estimation technique determination unit in the first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 3A is an explanatory diagram of a grouped actual
measured value database in the first exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 3B is an explanatory diagram of a grouped actual
measured value database in the first exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 4A is an explanatory diagram of a grouped estimation
technique setting table in the first exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 4B is an explanatory diagram of a grouped estimation
technique setting table in the first exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a function block diagram used in explaining a
radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit in the
first exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart used in explaining an estimation
technique determination unit in the first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart used in explaining a radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation unit in the first exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the drawings.

First Exemplary Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the schematic configu-
ration of a radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus in a first exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 1, a radio wave propagation
characteristic estimation apparatus includes a control unit 10,
a storage unit 11, an input unit 12, and a display unit 13. The
control unit 10 includes an estimation technique determina-
tion unit 21 and a radio wave propagation characteristic esti-
mation unit 22.

For each of groups classified in accordance with measure-
ment conditions, the estimation technique determination unit
21 determines the optimum radio wave propagation charac-
teristic estimation technique, based on an actual measured
value of the radio wave, such as the reception electric field
intensity. The measurement conditions are conditions that
greatly affect the radio wave propagation characteristics, e.g.,
all or a combination of some of the frequency of the radio
wave, the above-ground level of the transmission antenna,
and the distance between the transmission point and the
reception point.

The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation tech-
niques are, for example, ray tracing method, Okumura-Hata
method, or plane-earth propagation model method. Ray trac-
ing method treats the radio waves as the rays that travel in
straight lines, geometrically traces the rays that are reflected
by surrounding structures, transmit through surrounding
structures, and diffracted by surrounding structures before
they reach the reception point, and then determines the elec-
tric fields generated by the traced rays based on geometric
optics theory. The Okumura-Hata method actually tests the
radio wave propagation characteristics between a base station
and a mobile station in each area (open ground, urban areas,
small- and medium-sized cities, and cities), calculates an
approximate formula for the radio wave propagation charac-
teristics based on that totalized data, and estimates the radio
wave propagation characteristics based on the calculated
approximate formula. Plane-earth propagation model method
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4

estimates the radio wave propagation characteristics by mak-
ing a model of the arrival of the radio waves for direct-waves
and earth-reflected waves.

Many other radio wave propagation characteristic estima-
tion techniques have been proposed. Each ofthese radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation techniques has advan-
tages and disadvantages, and it is not easy to say which radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique is the
best. For example, radio wave propagation characteristics are
affected by conditions such as the frequency of the radio
wave, the above-ground level of the transmission antenna,
and the distance between the transmission point and the
reception point, and the optimum radio wave propagation
characteristic estimation technique differs depending on the
measurement conditions.

For example, the higher the frequency of the radio wave,
the more its characteristics resemble light, making it more
easily affected by obstructions. Accordingly, when the radio
waves have a high frequency, it is important to track the
effects of reflection, transmission, and diffraction caused by
structures. In contrast, when the radio waves have a low
frequency, while they are not easily affected by obstructions
such as buildings, not only direct waves but also surface
waves and waves reflected from the ionized layer become
important,

When a radio wave propagation characteristic simulation
command is input to the radio wave propagation characteris-
tic estimation unit 22, the radio wave propagation character-
istic estimation unit 22 discriminates the group from the given
measurement conditions, sets the optimum radio wave propa-
gation characteristic estimation technique for that group from
among a plurality of radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation techniques, and estimates the radio wave propa-
gation characteristic in accordance with the set radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation technique.

The storage unit 11 includes an actual measured value
storage unit 31, a grouped actual measured value database 32,
and a grouped estimation technique setting table 33. An actual
measured value such as the reception electric field intensity is
stored in the actual measured value storage unit 31. Actual
measured value data for each group is stored in the grouped
actual measured value database 32. The most suitable radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique for
each group is stored in the grouped estimation technique
setting table 33 based on a calculated value of estimation
accuracy determined by comparing an actual measured value
with an estimated value.

The input unit 12 includes a keyboard, a mouse, and such
like, and is used for inputting measurement conditions, actual
measured value data, various types of parameters, etc. The
display unit 13 includes, for example, a liquid crystal display
(LCD), and displays various types of input screens, estimated
values of radio wave propagation characteristics, etc.

In the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
the estimation technique determination unit 21 determines,
for each of groups classified in accordance with the measure-
ment conditions, the optimum radio wave propagation char-
acteristic estimation technique from among a plurality of
radio wave propagation characteristic estimation techniques,
based on the actual measured values. The radio wave propa-
gation characteristic estimation unit 22 then discriminates the
group corresponding to the given measurement conditions,
sets the optimum radio wave propagation characteristic esti-
mation technique corresponding to that group from among a
plurality of radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
techniques, and estimates the radio wave propagation char-
acteristics in accordance with the set radio wave propagation
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characteristic estimation technique. Thus, since the radio
wave propagation characteristic is estimated in accordance
with the optimum radio wave propagation characteristic esti-
mation technique, based on the actual measured values, a
highly accurate estimation can be made.

FIG. 2 shows a functional block of the estimation tech-
nique determination unit 21, together with the actual mea-
sured value storage unit 31, the grouped actual measured
value database 32, and the grouped estimation technique set-
ting table 33 in the storage unit 11. In FIG. 2, an actual
measured value data such as the reception electric field inten-
sity is stored in the actual measured value storage unit 31. A
group classification unit 41 classifies the actual measured
value data for each group in accordance with measurement
conditions that greatly affect the radio wave propagation
characteristics, such as the frequency of the radio wave, the
above-ground level of the transmission antenna, and the dis-
tance between the transmission point and the reception point,
and creates the grouped actual measured value database 32 as
shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B.

In FIGS. 3A and 3B, the frequency of the radio wave, the
above-ground level of the transmission antenna, and the dis-
tance between the transmission point and the reception point
are used as the measurement conditions. A specific method of
classifying the groups is, for example, to classify the radio
wave frequencies into four types: high frequency (HF: short
wave, 3 MHz to 30 MHz) band, very high frequency (VHF:
very short wave, 30 MHz to 300 MHz) band, ultra high
frequency (UHF: ultra short wave, 300 MHz to 3 GHz) band,
and super high frequency (SHF: centimeter wave, 3 GHz to
30 GHz) band, to classify the above-ground level of the trans-
mission antenna into two types: lower than the surrounding
buildings (FIG. 3B) and higher than the surrounding build-
ings (FIG. 3A), and to classify the distance between the
transmission point and the reception point into four types:
less than 1 km, greater than or equal to 1 km and less than 4
km, greater than or equal to 4 km and less than 10 km, and
greater than or equal to 10 km. In this case, since the number
of groups is the combination of the types of the respective
measurement conditions, the total number of groups is 32:
groups G1 to G32.

For example, the group G11 corresponds to a case where
the radio wave frequency is in the UHF band, the above-
ground level of the transmission antenna is higher than the
surrounding buildings, and the distance between the trans-
mission point and the reception point is greater than or equal
to 4 km and less than 10 km. In this case, actual measured
value data D11 corresponding to the group G11 is extracted
by the group classification unit 41 from the actual measured
value data stored in the actual measured value storage unit 31,
and the actual measured value data D11 is written in the
grouped actual measured value database 32. Actual measured
value data for each of groups G1 to G32 is similarly written to
the grouped actual measured value database 32.

In FIG. 2, an estimation accuracy calculation unit 42 com-
pares, for each of a plurality of radio wave propagation char-
acteristic estimation techniques, actual measured value data
with an estimated value at a location corresponding to that
actual measured value data, and calculates the estimation
accuracy.

A radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit 43
includes estimation units corresponding to a plurality of esti-
mation methods. Here, the radio wave propagation character-
istic estimation unit 43 includes an estimation unit 44a that
uses ray tracing method, an estimation unit 445 in accordance
with the Okumura-Hata method, and an estimation unit 44¢ in
accordance with the plane-earth propagation model method.
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In this case, an estimation technique determination control
unit 45 firstly sets the estimation unit to be used in radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation to the estimation unit
44a for ray tracing method. A parameter setting unit 46 sets
the parameters for ray tracing method. The estimation unit
44a calculates an estimated value using ray tracing method
based on the set parameters. The estimation accuracy calcu-
lation unit 42 then compares the estimated value obtained by
ray tracing method with the actual measured value, and cal-
culates the estimation accuracy.

The estimation technique determination control unit 45
then sets the estimation unit to be used for radio wave propa-
gation characteristic estimation to the estimation unit 445 for
the Okumura-Hata method. The parameter setting unit 46 sets
the parameters for the Okumura-Hata method. The estimation
unit 445 calculates an estimated value using the Okumura-
Hata method based on the set parameters. The estimation
accuracy calculation unit 42 then compares the estimated
value using the Okumura-Hata method with the actual mea-
sured value, and calculates the estimation accuracy.

Additionally, the estimation technique determination con-
trol unit 45 sets the estimation unit to be used for radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation to the estimation unit
44¢ for the plane-earth propagation model method. The
parameter setting unit 46 sets the parameters for the plane-
earth propagation model method. The estimation unit 44¢
calculates an estimated value using the plane-earth propaga-
tion model method based on the set parameters. The estima-
tion accuracy calculation unit 42 then compares the estimated
value for the plane-earth propagation model method with the
actual measured value, and calculates the estimation accu-
racy.

In this manner, when the estimated values are calculated
using a plurality of radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation techniques, and the estimation accuracy is calcu-
lated by comparing these estimated values with the actual
measured values, the estimation technique determination
control unit 45 determines the radio wave propagation char-
acteristic estimation technique for each group, based on the
estimation accuracy. That is, the estimation technique deter-
mination control unit 45 determines, from among the esti-
mated values for the plurality of radio wave propagation
characteristic estimation techniques, the radio wave propaga-
tion characteristic estimation technique corresponding to the
estimated value with the highest estimation accuracy to be the
optimum radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
technique for that group. As shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the
radio wave propagation characteristic estimation technique
determined in this manner for each group is stored in the
grouped estimation technique setting table 33.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are examples of the grouped estimation
technique setting table 33. For example, let us suppose that in
group G11, in which the radio wave frequency is in the UHF
band, the above-ground level of the transmission antenna is
higher than the surrounding buildings, and the distance
between the transmission point and the reception point is
greater than or equal to 4 km and less than 10 km, when the
estimation accuracy is calculated from the actual measured
value data and the estimated values at the location corre-
sponding to the actual measured value, the estimated value for
ray tracing method is the most accurate. In this case, ray
tracing method is written as the radio wave propagation char-
acteristic estimation technique corresponding to the group
G11 in the grouped estimation technique setting table 33.
Similarly, the optimum radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation technique for each of groups G1 to G32 is written
in the grouped estimation technique setting table 33.
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FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a function block of the radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation unit 22, together
with the display unit 13 and the grouped estimation technique
setting table 33. In FIG. 5, when estimating the radio wave
propagation characteristics, a command for a simulation at a
desired location is input to a parameter setting unit 51. Also,
measurement conditions are input to a group discriminating
unit 52.

When measurement conditions are input, the group dis-
criminating unit 52 discriminates the group corresponding to
those measurement conditions. As described above, the
groups are classified in accordance with, for example, the
radio wave frequency, the above-ground level of the transmis-
sion antenna, and the distance between the transmission point
and the reception point. The discriminated group is input to
the grouped estimation technique setting table 33.

As shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the optimum radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation technique for each
group is stored in the grouped estimation technique setting
table 33. When the group discriminated by the group dis-
criminating unit 52 is input to the grouped estimation tech-
nique setting table 33, the grouped estimation technique set-
ting table 33 reads the optimum radio wave propagation
characteristic estimation technique of that group.

A radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit 53
includes estimation units corresponding to a plurality of esti-
mation methods. Here, the radio wave propagation character-
istic estimation unit 53 includes an estimation unit 54a in
accordance with ray tracing method, an estimation unit 545 in
accordance with the Okumura-Hata method, and estimation
unit 54¢ in accordance with the plane-earth propagation
model method.

The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit
53 selects one of the estimation units 54a to 54¢ correspond-
ing to the radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
technique read from the grouped estimation technique setting
table 33. Moreover, the parameter setting unit 51 sets the
parameters in accordance with the radio wave propagation
characteristic estimation technique read from the grouped
estimation technique setting table 33. The parameter setting
unit 51 sends the set parameters to the radio wave propagation
characteristic estimation unit 53.

For example, let us suppose that data indicating that the
radio wave frequency is 400 MHz, the above-ground level of
the transmission antenna is higher than the surrounding build-
ings, and the distance of 8 km between the transmission point
and the reception point, are input as measurement conditions
to the group discriminating unit 52.

In this case, since the frequency is in the UHF band, the
above-ground level of the transmission antenna is higher than
the surrounding buildings, and the distance between the trans-
mission point and the reception point is greater than or equal
to 4 km and less than 10 km, the group discriminating unit 52
discriminates that the group corresponding to these measure-
ment conditions is the group G11. When the optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique of
group G11 is read from the grouped estimation technique
setting table 33 shown in FIG. 4A, data indicating ray tracing
method is read. Therefore, in this case, the radio wave propa-
gation characteristic estimation unit 53 sets the estimation
unit 54a in accordance with ray tracing method as the esti-
mation unit to be used for radio wave propagation character-
istic estimation. Moreover, the parameter setting unit 51 out-
puts parameters corresponding to ray tracing method. The
estimated value determined by the estimation unit 54a in
accordance with ray tracing method is then displayed at the
display unit 13.
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As described above, in the first exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, the estimation technique determination
unit 21 determines, for each of groups classified in accor-
dance with measurement conditions, the optimum radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation technique, based on the
actual measured values. The radio wave propagation charac-
teristic estimation unit 22 then discriminates the group cor-
responding to the given measurement conditions, sets the
optimum radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
technique for that group from among a plurality of radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation techniques, and esti-
mates the radio wave propagation characteristics in accor-
dance with the set radio wave propagation characteristic esti-
mation technique. Since the radio wave propagation
characteristics are thus estimated by the optimum radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation technique, based on the
actual measured values, the estimation can be performed with
high accuracy.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a process at the estimation
technique determination unit 21. In FIG. 6, firstly, the esti-
mation technique determination unit 21 classifies the actual
measured values into groups in accordance with the measure-
ment conditions (Step S1). For example, the radio wave fre-
quency, the above-ground level of the transmission antenna,
and the distance between the transmission point and the
reception point can be used as the measurement conditions.

The estimation technique determination unit 21 then deter-
mines the optimum radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation technique in each group (Step S2), and writes that
radio wave propagation characteristic estimation technique in
the grouped estimation technique setting table 33.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a process at the radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation unit 22. In FIG. 7,
firstly, the radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
unit 22 discriminates the group in accordance with the mea-
surement conditions (Step S101).

The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit
22 then uses the grouped estimation technique setting table 33
to set the optimum radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation technique for the discriminated group (Step
S102).

The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit
22 then performs a radio wave propagation simulation in
response to a request from the user (Step S103). At this time,
the radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit 22
performs the radio wave propagation simulation using the
optimum radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
technique for the discriminated group. It is to be noted that if
only a few actual measured values have been stored, there are
cases where the grouped actual measured value database 32
does not contain an actual measured value corresponding to
the discriminated group. In such a case, the estimation tech-
nique determination unit 21 does not estimate the optimum
radio wave propagation characteristic estimation technique
relating to the discriminated group, and the optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique relat-
ing to the discriminated group is not stored in the grouped
estimation technique setting table 33. In that case, a radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique of a
group which the corresponding measurement conditions
most closely resemble (for example, in FIGS. 4A and 4B, one
of the groups adjacent to the discriminated group) can be
used.
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It is to be noted that the process of the estimation technique
determination unit 21 need not be performed for every radio
wave propagation simulation, and is preferably performed on
a regular basis depending on the storage level of the actual
measured values.

Second Exemplary Embodiment

In the exemplary embodiment described above, estimated
values are calculated using a plurality of radio wave propa-
gation characteristic estimation techniques, and the estimated
value with the highest estimation accuracy among the plural-
ity of calculated estimated values is determined as the opti-
mum radio wave propagation characteristic estimation tech-
nique for that group. This is because accuracy is deemed to be
the most important factor in determining the optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique.

However, when estimating radio wave propagation char-
acteristics, in addition to the estimation accuracy, other fac-
tors are also important (e.g., computation time). Accordingly,
the optimum radio wave propagation characteristic estima-
tion technique can be determined by incorporating the factor
of computation time in addition to the estimation accuracy.
That is, a radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
technique that calculates the estimated value in a computation
time that is shorter than the computation time of the radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique that
obtains the highest estimation accuracy, and is below a pre-
determined value, can be determined as the optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique. For
example, the computation time of ray tracing method is
longer than that of the Okumura-Hata method. Accordingly,
for example, even in a case where the estimation accuracy
obtained with ray tracing method is better than the estimation
accuracy obtained with the Okumura-Hata method, if the
computation time of radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation in accordance with the Okumura-Hata method is
below the predetermined value, the Okumura-Hata method
can be used.

While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to exemplary embodiments
thereof, the present invention is not limited to those exem-
plary embodiments. It will be understood by those of ordinary
skill in the art that various changes in form and details may be
made therein without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present invention as defined in the claims.

It is to be noted that the present invention can be realized
using a program for carrying out a computer operation for
realizing the functions described above. For example, the
functions described above can be stored on a computer-read-
able recording medium in the form of a program, and realized
by making a computer read and execute the program. Here,
the computer-readable recording medium denotes a magnetic
disc, a magneto-optical disc, a compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), a digital versatile disc (DVD)-ROM, a
semiconductor memory, etc. The program can also be distrib-
uted to a computer via a communication line, and executed by
the computer to which the program is distributed. The pro-
gram can be one that realizes some of the functions described
above. Moreover, the program can be a so-called differential
file (differential program) that realizes the functions
described above in combination with a program already
stored in a computer system.

The present invention can also be realized using hardware
for realizing the functions described above.

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2009-103062,
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filed on Apr. 21, 2009, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein in its entirety by reference.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention can be used for a variety of purposes
such as determining the arrangement of base stations, wire-
less devices, and the like in a wireless communication system,
and confirming a reception area for digital terrestrial broad-
casting. In accordance with the present invention, radio wave
propagation characteristic can be estimated with high accu-
racy with respect to any type of measurement conditions.
Furthermore, in accordance with the present invention, the
estimation accuracy can be improved as more actual mea-
sured values are stored.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE SYMBOLS

10 control unit

11 storage unit

12 input unit

13 display unit

21 estimation technique determination unit (estimation tech-
nique determining unit)

22 radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit (ra-
dio wave propagation characteristic estimating unit)

31 actual measured value storage unit

32 grouped actual measured value database (actual measured
value storage unit)

33 grouped estimation technique setting table (estimation
technique storage unit)

41 group classification unit

42 estimation accuracy calculation unit

43 radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit

444 to 44c estimation units

45 estimation technique determination control unit

46 parameter setting unit

51 parameter setting unit

52 group discriminating unit

53 radio wave propagation characteristic estimation unit

544 to 54c estimation units

The invention claimed is:
1. A radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus comprising:
at least one processor communicatively coupled to a net-
work, wherein the at least one processor is configured to:
determine, for each of groups of combinations of mea-
surement conditions classified in accordance with a
measurement condition, an optimum radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation technique from
among a plurality of radio wave propagation charac-
teristic estimation techniques, based on an actual
measured value of radio waves, wherein the plurality
of radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
techniques include at least one of a ray tracing
method, an Okumura-Hata method, and a plane-earth
propagation model method;
discriminate a group corresponding to a given measure-
ment condition;
set an optimum radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation technique corresponding to the discrimi-
nated group; and
estimate radio wave propagation characteristics in
accordance with the set radio wave propagation char-
acteristic estimation technique,
wherein the measurement condition comprises at least
one of a frequency of the radio waves, an above-
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ground level of a transmission antenna, and a distance
between a transmission point and a reception point.

2. The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the at least one
processor is further configured to:

determine the optimum radio wave propagation character-

istic estimation technique based on calculated values of
estimation accuracy,

wherein the calculated values of estimation accuracy are

determined by comparing estimated values respectively
obtained by radio wave propagation characteristic esti-
mation in accordance with the plurality of radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation techniques with
the actual measured value.

3. The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique obtains
a highest estimation accuracy among the calculated values of
estimation accuracy.

4. The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the at least one
processor is further configured to determine the optimum
radio wave propagation characteristic estimation technique
based on a plurality of estimated computation times in accor-
dance with the plurality of radio wave propagation character-
istic estimation techniques.

5. The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique
includes a shorter estimated computation time than a longer
estimated value computation time of the radio wave propa-
gation characteristic estimation technique that obtains a high-
est estimation accuracy.

6. The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the at least one
processor is further configured to store the optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique for the
discriminated group.

7. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium for
radio wave propagation characteristic estimation comprising:

at least one processor readable storage medium; and

instructions stored on the at least one storage medium;
wherein the instructions are configured to be readable
from the at least one medium by the at least one proces-
sor to cause the at least one processor to operate accord-
ing to the apparatus of claim 1.

8. A radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
method comprising:
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measuring, using at least one processor communicatively
coupled to a network, an actual measured value of radio
waves received by at least one antenna communicatively
coupled to the network;
determining, using the at least one processor, for each of
groups of combinations of measurement conditions
classified in accordance with a measurement condition,
an optimum radio wave propagation characteristic esti-
mation technique from among a plurality of radio wave
propagation characteristic estimation techniques, based
on the actual measured value of the radio waves, wherein
the plurality of radio wave propagation characteristic
estimation techniques include at least one of a ray trac-
ing method, an Okumura-Hata method, and a plane-
earth propagation model method;
discriminating, using the at least one processor, a group
corresponding to a given measurement condition;

setting, using the at least one processor, an optimum radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation technique
corresponding to the discriminated group; and

estimating, using the at least one processor, radio wave
propagation characteristics in accordance with the set
radio wave propagation characteristic estimation tech-
nique,

wherein the measurement condition comprises at least one

of a frequency of the radio waves, an above-ground level
of a transmission antenna, and a distance between a
transmission point and a reception point.

9. The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the measurement
condition comprises a combination of at least two of the
frequency of the radio waves, the above-ground level of a
transmission antenna, and the distance between a transmis-
sion point and a reception point.

10. The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
method according to claim 8, wherein the measurement con-
dition comprises a combination of at least two of a frequency
of the radio waves, an above-ground level of a transmission
antenna, and a distance between a transmission point and a
reception point.

11. The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation techniques com-
prise the ray tracing method, the Okumura-Hata method, and
the plane-earth propagation model method.

12. The radio wave propagation characteristic estimation
method according to claim 8, wherein the plurality of radio
wave propagation characteristic estimation techniques com-
prise the ray tracing method, the Okumura-Hata method, and
the plane-earth propagation model method.
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